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at a high price, and emigrated to the "West at the instance of
persons who had large tracts of waste land, and employed
agents to invite people to take farms from them.' Armagh was
now quite quiet.1

Some remarks of Pelham, which tended to minimise the im-
portance of these outrages, produced a letter from Lord Moira
which gives some very precise and important information. c The
newspapers,' he wrote,c mention, you as having said in your speech
on the first day of the session, that the violence suffered by his
Majesty's Catholic subjects in the county of Armagh had been
much exaggerated. Lest false information should have been
designedly given to you upon so serious a point, I cannot but
feel it incumbent to assure you, sir, . . . that the outrages have
gone to a much greater extent than I ever heard stated in Dublin,
and the persecution is even now continuing with unabated
activity. I have a detached estate bordering upon the county
of Armagh, which, though in an inferior degree, has felt the
effects of that licentious barbarity. Upon reading your speech,
I deemed it advisable to procure an authenticated account of the
number of my tenantry who have been driven within the last year
from only four townlands within the parish of Tullylish. I have
the honour to inclose a list of ninety-one persons who have been
expelled in that manner from their possessions, and I have to add,
that most of them have had their little property either destroyed
or taken ; many of them have been cruelly wounded. . . . The
place where this has happened is in the heart of the linen manu-
factories, and is one of the most industrious parts of Ireland/ 2

The manner in which religious animosity was fast creating
a new line of cleavage, and running counter to the schem.es of
the United Irish party, is curiously shown in a letter from a
gentleman at Omagh. He mentions that after Divine service,
he had been addressing a meeting of nearly 2,000 Presbyterians
on the necessity of forming volunteer corps, in order to resist
the French, and also c the Belfast principle/ The strongest
spirit of loyalty, he says, prevailed among them : c hatred of the
Roman Catholics is very great, so much so that should one be

1 Irish Parl. J)eb. xvii. 147-154.          2 Lord Moira to Pelham, Oct. 19,
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